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Sen. Wright, port, gate officalshost busnessleadersin
push to boog California exports

(GARDENA, CA.) — In these rough times, smart bussqeeople are looking everywhere for that next gakeinside a local nightclub?

“I'll bet you never expected to come to a nightcheftting to learn about exporting products ovefssasl state Senator Roderick D. Wright (D-
Inglewood), who joined forces with the Port of lAaggeles (POLA) and the state Board of EqualizgfgwE) to host the seminar for businesses
contemplating taking the leap to become exporters.

“Boosting exports is not important just for yourgaany,” said Wright. “Exports are important to tiattom line for California and the nation.”

On hand were experts from the port, the U.S. Depattof Commerce, U.S. Small Business Administiatite state’s export program, the freight
forwarding industry and Los Angeles Internatiofirgicat.

“Your businesses are extremely fortunate,” saidMamLellan, with the Port of Los Angeles. “You bBawore than 16 ocean carriers at the nation’s
busiest seaport complex and one of the busiesttsifpr international air cargo.”

“All the resources your company needs to learn tweell products overseas are within your readidf Klorman Arikawa, International Trade
Development Manager at the Port of Los Angeles.

An analysis of trade data from the U.S. DepartmE@ommerce showed that the $12.32 billion in gatiiigped by California businesses to other
countries in September was 19 percent higher thgaptember 2009, representing the 11th straighthrobyear-to-year increases. The growth was
led by airborne shipments of high-value items ssatlectronics components, medical and sciensficiments, and pharmaceuticals.

“Whether it goes out by ship or plane, exportsogeteconomy where we need to be,” said Wright, Rdsfocused his work in the legislature on
promoting manufacturing.

“Yours are the businesses that will lift us outhi$ hard economy,” said Culver City Mayor Chrignnta, attending on behalf of State Board of
Equalization Vice Chairman Jerome E. Horton, winmspred the seminar with Wright.

“Global trade is big business for California andmst do everything we can to keep the goods mdgaig state Assemblyman Steven K. Bradford
(D-Gardena), who talked about trade legislatios éiethored in the state legislature.

Wright pointed out the setting — the “Million Dall8howroom” in Gardena’s historic Normandie Casittmut while the dozens of entrepreneurs and
organizers on hand showed amusement at Halloweeratiens and lighthearted artwork, the audiergedtfocused at the work at hand.

“We're here for business,” said Anthony Kim, presidof the Cambodian American Business AssocigfiétMBA), who came with two fellow
officers from his group, based in Long Beach. Gatiah it was noted, has a single deep-water pgosbof handling vessels that carry containerized
cargo like those flowing from the ports of Long Beand Los Angeles. “What we learn here could imalke a brighter future for trade with our two
countries,” said CAMBAS Kim.
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